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Overview & Scrutiny Committee - Monday 3 September 2018

Overview & Scrutiny Committee
MINUTES of the OPEN section of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 
Monday 3 September 2018 at 7.30 pm at Ground Floor Meeting Room G01A - 160 
Tooley Street, London SE1 2QH 

PRESENT: Councillor Bill Williams (Chair)
Councillor Maria Linforth-Hall
Councillor Humaira Ali
Councillor Peter Babudu
Councillor Victor Chamberlain
Councillor Helen Dennis
Councillor Tom Flynn
Councillor Jon Hartley
Councillor Alice Macdonald

OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT:

Councillor Sunny Lambe
Councillor Ian Wingfield

OFFICER
SUPPORT:

Shelley Burke – Head of Overview & Scrutiny
Norman Coombe - Head of Corporate Team
Stephen Douglass - Director of Communities
Julie Timbrell – Scrutiny Project Manager
Fitzroy Williams – Scrutiny Team

1. APOLOGIES 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Margy Newens and Jason 
Ochere and co-opted members Martin Brecknell and Lynette Murphy-O’Dwyer

2. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DEEMS URGENT 

2.1 There were none

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 

3.1 There were no disclosures of interests or dispensations.
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4. MINUTES 

The minutes of the committee’s meeting on 25th July 2018 were approved

5. KNIFE CRIME REVIEW REPORT 

Councillor Jasmine Ali, cabinet member for children, school and adult care,  attended the 
committee to present this report, which she had led on in her former role as a scrutiny 
chair.  Councillor Evelyn Akoto, cabinet member for community safety and public health  
was present to discuss the report’s findings. 

The committee accepted the report and suggested that in its discussions and work on 
knife crime, the council should consider its root causes, and specifically the link with gang 
activity and domestic violence.  How can the council’s existing infrastructure be used 
better to reduce knife crime?  What data does the council have on school exclusions and 
their link to knife crime?  How can the council work with young people who have fallen out 
of the system and are not visible?  Could the council invite Karyn McCluskey (chief 
executive of Community Justice Scotland) to take practical learning from the public health 
approach in Glasgow?  A member asked Cllr Ali which recommendation she considered 
most important – she picked out the recommendation for a single point of accountability.   
Several members felt it was important for the council to reflect on its work on knife crime – 
what’s going well and what could be better?  

Councillor Akoto thanked the committee and welcomed the report.  She was conscious of 
the complexity of the issue with poverty one of the biggest drivers.  The answer is not top 
down.  She would be attempting to gather together all the groups who are responding to 
knife crime.  A member asked her whether there were other topics scrutiny could look at 
which would assist this work – Cllr Akoto suggested school exclusions.    
  

6. EHCP MINI REVIEW REPORT 

The committee accepted the report and agreed to review in 6 months’ time

7. WORK PLAN 

The chair and vice-chair agreed to wok together on the committee’s programme – to 
include a further session on knife crime, ECHPs, interviewing the Borough Commander, 
the review of scrutiny arrangements, sexual health clinics, domestic violence 

Meeting ended at 9.53 pm

CHAIR:

DATED:


